
celebrate  small 
The holiday season is by far the most important 
time of year for many small businesses in our 
community. It is easy to get caught up in the hustle 
of large chain marketing campaigns, but here are 
5 good reasons to save a part of your shopping 
budget to support local - this season, and all year 
round!

1 When you support small business, 
the benefit is exponential. You help a 

neighbour, a family, a town, be able to grow 
from the inside. You allow for one person’s 
dreams to become a reality.

2 While small business may not have 
the lowest prices and widest selection, 

they are usually run by people with a lot of 
heart and a deep care for their customers. 
Something most big companies can never 
replace.

3 How cool is it that you can support 
dreams and families while buying 

awesome products? By shopping small 
you’re investing in communities and the 
greater good.

4 Supporting small business means 
supporting your local community. 

It guides your community to be more 
sustainable and it gives entrepreneurs the 
opportunity to succeed. When you support 
small businesses, you put smiles on the 
faces of your neighbours.

5 Supporting small and sustainable 
businesses isn’t just good for your 

community, it’s better for the planet. You’re 
creating a smaller carbon footprint by 
reducing transportation and the amount of 
waste created by shipping packaging. 

Give away a ‘happy dance’ today - support 
or shop at one of the local small businesses 
listed in this issue!
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Vacationland News is a submission and community-based newsletter focused on promoting business, community groups, 
programs, and events in the Lakeland and surrounding area.  
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save the date
This listing features community-based events in the Lakeland and surrounding area.  
Email hi@brandysmart.com to list your program or event - community events are free!

Thurs. Dec. 1st LIVE@Broda Lounge concert series in Christopher Lake, presents 
Jake Vaadeland and the Sturgeon River Boys. Show starts at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are 
available at the Village of Christopher Lake office - $25+tx each Purchases are cash 
only or e-transfer to Timberline Music at rafterkp@gmail.com or call 306-961-4694. 
Thurs. Dec. 1st Watsonairs Christmas Carol Festival at Sacred Heart Cathedral in 
Prince Albert - a sing a long and a lot of Christmas cheer! There will be a collection 
during the program. All proceeds go to the Salvation Army’s Christmas Cheer Fund.
Thurs. Dec. 1st Loans: Costs and Obligations. Christopher Lake Library, partnering 
with Affinity Credit Union, present Each One Teach One Financial Literacy program. 
There are four units geared towards teens, 5:30 to 7 p.m. Program is free, please 
register with the library, 306-982-4763 or email chrcirc@wapitilibrary.ca
Dec. 2nd, 3rd, 9th & 10th Beauty and the Beast Jr. featuring 70 local performers 
and stage technicians at the EA Rawlinson for the Arts in Prince Albert. Tickets 
available at https://www.earc.ca/broadway-north-youth-company.
Sat. Dec. 3rd Shop local and celebrate the Christmas season in the Lakeland area 
as local businesses and organization host the Annual Christmas in the Country 
local shopping tour. See centre spread in this issue for details. 
Tues. Dec. 6th Lakeland Treedodgers Snowmobile Club General Meeting with 
supper. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. at the Broda lounge located in the Gary Anderson 
Community Centre in Christopher Lake. Everyone is welcome, please join us!
Thurs. Dec. 8th & 15th Glass Art at the library from 5 - 7 p.m.  Two classes to 
complete the project.  Just in time for a handmade Christmas present.  Picture of 
Glass Art on the Christopher Lake Library FB page.  Please register spots available.
Fri. Dec. 9th Lakeland Community Chorus presents Christmas-22 at 7 p.m. 
Christopher Lake Legion Hall. Door Prize, Free will offering, with proceeds to local 
helping hands. Refreshments to follow.
Sat. Dec. 10th Join us for a day of fun at Candle Lake Golf Resort. The Christmas 
market will run from 12-5 p.m. Sleigh Rides from 1-4 p.m.  Tree Lighting, skating, and 
fireworks at 8:30 p.m. The Angry Beaver Cafe will be open for Hot Beverages. If you 
are lucky you might spot Santa!
Thurs. Dec. 15th LIVE@Broda Lounge concert series in Christopher Lake, presents 
Christmas Concert With Heidi Monro. Show starts at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are available 
at the Village of Christopher Lake office - $25+tx each. Purchases are cash only or 
e-transfer to Timberline Music at rafterkp@gmail.com. For info call 306-961-4694. 
Fri. Dec. 16th & Sat. Dec. 17th Magic Memories Weekend at Elk Ridge Resort! 
Friday: 7:30 p.m. Cookies and Story with Santa by the fireplace 
Saturday: 10:30 a.m. Foraged Door Swag Workshop (Wapiti Terrace) 
2:00 p.m. Kids Craft Workshop (Wapiti Ballroom) 
3:00 to 5:00 p.m. S’mores and Sips (The Wyld Fire Pit) 
7:00 p.m. Sleigh Rides (Front of Lodge) *Please sign up at front desk for all programs
Sun. Dec. 18th Paddockwood Christmas Craft and Tradeshow at the RM Building 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Soup/sandwhich lunch available. Proceeds from table rentals 
to a community project.
Dec. 23 to 31st Candle Lake Provincial Park Festival of Lights. Walk or drive through 
the dazzling displays sponsored by local groups and organizations. For more 
information on what nights offer walk-throughs, visit https://bit.ly/3NUDRAI
Sat. Dec. 24th Christmas Eve Service at the Lakeland Bible Church, 7 p.m. at the 
Gary Anderson Community Centre, Christopher Lake.  Everyone Welcome.

Sun. Dec. 25th Christmas Day Service at the Lakeland Bible Church, 10 a.m. at the 
Gary Anderson Community Centre, Christopher Lake.  Everyone Welcome.

Sat. Dec. 31st New Year’s Eve Service at the Lakeland Bible Church, 7 p.m. at the 
Gary Anderson Community Centre, Christopher Lake.  Everyone Welcome.

Sun. Jan. 1st New Year’s Day Service at the Lakeland Bible Church, 10 a.m. at the 
Gary Anderson Community Centre, Christopher Lake.  Everyone Welcome.

sage advice - from one small 
business owner to the nex t
Submitted anonymously from a local small  
business owner
While taking an accounting course in the early 1980’s, 
my practical required me to hold an accounting 
position in a business or accounting firm. Being from 
an entrepreneurial family, I made the decision to start 
my own business. With the knowledge gained from 
my course, doing local market research and putting 
together a flexible business plan, indicated that my 
ideas could be viable. 

Over the years, changing demographics 
controlled what was most viable and needed in 
our community. In order to stay profitable, I had 
to make the necessary changes to my plans to 
meet these demands. Proximity to large trading 
cities and big box stores has made local business 
support challenging. 

My thoughts for anyone wishing to start a 
business here is: do your market research along 
with a very flexible business plan. Covid and 
other demographic changes have showed why 
businesses need plans in place. Sometimes, 
it feels easier to “throw in the towel” when 
customers aren’t beating down your door but 
successful businesses aren’t created over night 
and sometimes situations happen that you have 
no control over. Be patient and be willing to 
change with the times and needs of your local 
community.

The continuous changes to what I thought my 
business should be and effort I put into it have 
been rewarded to me time and time again. After 
forty plus years, I’ve realized, the most important 
reason I’m still doing what I originally planned 
is the “personal“ interaction I have with my 
customers. At the end of each day, I’m filled with 
wonderful thoughts of new and old customers, 
our conversations, their stories. Thinking it’s well 
worth the effort and rewards.



council corner
District of Lakeland
When doing snow removal please ensure that 
your snow is not stored on roads, or other 
public property.  You can dump your snow 
off free of charge at one of the snow dumps 
located at the end of the road past the Transfer 
Station and the overflow parking lot at Bell’s 
Beach.

District of Lakeland Holiday Hours:

District Office - CLOSED Dec. 26th, 27th and 
Jan. 2nd  
Transfer Station - CLOSED Dec. 25th, 26th and 
Jan. 1st

The Transfer Station is now open winter hours, 
Monday to Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

HAVE YOUR SAY!
North Central Lakelands Planning District Official 
Community Plan Update
As one of the fastest growing areas in 
Saskatchewan, much has been changing in 
the North Central Lakelands Planning District. 
Through the process to update the District 
Official Community Plan (DOCP), there is an 
opportunity to ensure this change maximizes 
positive outcomes while avoiding negative 
ones.

This A ‘Virtual Open House’ at www.
wallaceinsights.com/NCLakelandsDOCP 
outlines some of the interesting trends in 
population and development that may impact 
the region over the next 15-25 years. Have a 
look at the information gathered to date and 
share your thoughts through a brief (5 to 8 
minute) survey.

The results from engagement during this phase 
will inform the development of new land use 
policies for the area. Be sure to provide you 
thoughts on what these policies should focus 
on by visiting the ‘Virtual Open House’ before 
the end of the year.  

guess who’s 
coming to town?
Saturday Dec. 3rd, 2022
The Claus’ will be at Lake 
Country Co-op Ambrose 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 
Sunnyside Bar between  
3 p.m. and 5 p.m. Please 
stop by for a visit, photo 
and a small gift!

The Grinch will be making 
an appearance between  
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Gary 
Anderson Community 
Centre for the Christmas 
in the Country Tradeshow.

(306) 981-3372  |   @cpl recreation
email: cplrecreationsk@gmail.com 

e-transfers: cplrec@sasktel.net

cpl recreation giving tree
Do you know an individual or family struggling 
this holiday season? Are you struggling or 
alone this holiday season? It is our goal at CPL 
Recreation to create a giving tree, bringing our 
community together in the spirit of giving. Pick 
up a nomination form at the CPL Recreation 
office, Christopher Lake Library, or on the CPL 
Recreation Facebook page. All requests are kept 
confidential. 

easy DIY  
hot cocoa
With such a small list 
of ingredients, quality 
matters. Purchase the 
best unsweetened 
cocoa powder you can 
comfortably afford.

Yield: Just shy of 3 cups of 
mix or approximately 24 
servings of hot cocoa

+ 1 c. plus 2 tbsp. cocoa 
powder unsweetened 
+ 1 3/4 c. granulated sugar 
+ 1 tsp table salt 
+ Whole milk to serve

Sift the cocoa powder (to 
remove any lumps), sugar 
and salt into a large bowl. 
Whisk all ingredients until 
fully combined. Store in an 
airtight container.

Warm 1 cup of your 
choice of milk (or non-
dairy alternative), add 2 
tablespoons hot cocoa mix 
and give it a good stir.

To prepare a large quantity 
of hot cocoa, use your 
crockpot to heat the milk 
and keep the finished 
cocoa warm for hours. 



Parks Canada invites 
visitors to harvest a 
Christmas tree from the 
Waskesiu Community 
Fuel Break (CFB) from 
Dec. 1 to 23!
Continue a family 
tradition, or start a new 
one, while protecting 
Waskesiu from potential 
wildfires for the 7th 
annual Christmas 
Tree Harvest.  Bring a 
handsaw, sled and a 
thermos of hot chocolate 
to keep you warm while 
you search for the 
perfect Christmas tree. 
Christmas Tree Harvest 
permits are available 
free of charge from the 
Visitor Centre where 
park passes can also 
be purchased. A valid 
park pass is required to 
access the park at all 
times of the year.
Lakeland Curling Club 
Junior Curling program 
will start Mon. Jan 9 after 
school. Grade 3 and up. 
To register call Leisjea at 
306-982-3689.
St. Christopher’s 
Anglican Church  
Welcomes all 
denominations!  
Service time is 10 a.m. 
Sunday morning.
Youth Group runs every 
other Sunday evening 
at 6:30 p.m.. Join in for 
games, snacks, a craft, 
and a bible lesson.
St. Christopher’s Thrift 
Store will be open in the 
lower hall along with 
baked goods and lunch 
(chili & bun) on Sat. Dec. 
3rd from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Lake Country Cottage 
Get your Community 
Frozen Soup for $6 and 
$3 of it will be donated 
to the local Legion. Pot 
pies are also available 
and $1 from each pie will 
be donated to the local 
Legion.

Public Safety workers 
receive 50% off on all 
accommodations, from 
Nov. 1st – Dec. 15th 
at Elk Ridge Resort 
(conditions apply). Corrections 
officers, Fire Service 
professionals and 
volunteers, Parole and 
Probation officers, Police 
officers, Youth Correction 
officers, EMS, and RCMP.
Book your stay with the 
promo code CARE2022 
or call 306-663-4653.
Mahjong Mondays 1 p.m. 
at the Gary Anderson 
Community Centre and 
Fridays at Sunnyside Bar. 
All levels welcome
Stitch Club at the 
Christopher Lake Library 
Tuesdays 1 - 3 p.m. 
for all ages. Knitting, 
crocheting, cross stitch, 
Swedish weaving. No 
experience necessary, 
lots of teachers and 
students. Cost:  $1
Paddockwood Pickle 
Ball, Tues. at 10 a.m. at 
the Paddockwood RM 
building. $2/week
Talking Tuesdays at the 
Spruce Home Activity 
Centre. Drop in from 8:30 
to 11:30 a.m. Visit with 
neighbours and friends 
over coffee, tea and a 
fresh cinnamon bun.
Spruce Home Seniors 
meet Wed. 1 p.m. at the 
Spruce Home Hall Hwy 
2 North, north end, to 
play Kaiser. Everyone is 
welcome. We play for fun 
and to socialize.   
Contact Moe Dogniez at 
306-930-8113 for info.
CPL Recreation Cardio 
Kickboxing and Strength 
Training, Mondays 6:30 
to 7:30 p.m. at the RM 
Paddockwood Building. 
Drop in for $5/session.
Enjoy the musical sounds 
of guitarist Rick Herriot 
at Jewel of the North, 
Sunday’s 5 to 8 p.m.

Lakeland Bible Church 
is a non-denominational 
worship service at Gary 
Anderson Community 
Centre in Christopher 
Lake. Every Sunday at  
10 a.m. We have Sunday 
School. Everyone welcome.

Lakeland Community 
Chorus Tues. 7 p.m. at 
St. Mary’s Church. Bring 
your binder. New singers 
welcome.
CPL Recreation 
Strength and Stretching 
Thursdays 6-7p.m. at 
Christopher Lake Public 
School. $5 for drop in or 
use your punch card.
St. Mary Parish Roman 
Catholic Church  
Mass Times with Father 
Michael Fahlman 
Sun. 11 a.m.; Thurs 3 p.m. 
Call 306-982-2538 
st.mary.cl@gmail.com
Christmas Season Mass: 
Dec. 15th Reconciliation 
Mass at 7 p.m.  
Dec. 24th Christmas Eve 
Mass 7 p.m. 
Dec. 25th Christmas Day 
Mass 11 a.m.  
Jan. 1st New Year’s Day 
Mass 11 a.m.
CPL Recreation Power 
Hour - Tuesday evenings 
6-7 p.m. in the CLPS 
gym. Join Coleen Watt 
for an hour of Motivated 
Movement. Drop in for 
$5/session.
CPL Recreation 
Classically Fit at 
the Gary Anderson 
Community Centre, a 
modified workout for 
mature adults. Mondays 
10 a.m. Drop in for $5/
session. 
All you can eat brunch 
buffet is back at 
Fredrich, Elk Ridge 
Resort. Sundays from  
8 a.m. to 12 p.m.  
Adults -$28  
Kids 14 &under -$14

community notices

HOURS 
Tue. & Wed. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Thurs. 3 to 7 p.m.

CHRISTOPHER LAKE LIBRARY 
District of Lakeland Building

(306) 982-4763
chrcirc@wapitilibrary.ca

Presents: 
(see save the date for details)

Lakeland Treedodgers
lakelandtreedodgers.com
llsledclub@gmail.com

      office@lakeland521.ca          www.lakeland521.ca

EMMA LAKE 
transfer station 

 OPEN 
MON TO SAT 

(Closed Sunday)
9AM TO 4PMTel:  982-2010   

Fax: 982-2589
District Office - CLOSED Dec. 26th & 27th and Jan. 2nd 
Transfer Station - CLOSED Dec. 25th, 26th and Jan. 1st



hat ’s off to you!
Thank you, Garden’s by Design, for the $500 
donation towards the Christopher Lake Public 
School emergency lunch program.

Thank you, Lake Country Cottage, for your 
ongoing donation of proceeds from your 
community soup and pot pie sales to the 
Christopher Lake Legion.

Offering daily courses in the classroom, 
always available for on-site training. Drug 

& Alcohol Testing, PDIC, Safety Consulting 
and over 200 computer based courses. 

www.a2zsafety.ca 
(306) 960-2881

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

    LAKELAND EXCAVATING  
              SSeerrvviinngg  LLaakkeellaanndd  &&  ssuurrrroouunnddiinngg  AArreeaass 
 

  KEVIN HOODLE        (306) 960-5200 
  OFFICE                 (306) 982-3128 
 Mini to large Excavation  
 Skid Steer Service 
 Demolitions & Lot Clearing 
 Septic Tank & Collar Installs 
 Rock, Gravel, Sand, Top Soil 
 Shoreline Alterations  
 Trenching & Hauling 
 Breaker /Post Auger /Forks  
 Brush Mowing  
 Snow removal 
     EExxcceelllleenntt  CCuussttoommeerr  SSeerrvviiccee  iiss  oouurr  PPrriioorriittyy  
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strange but true
By Lucie Winborne  
* Pringles once tried to 
evade a hefty tax payment 
by claiming their product 
wasn’t potato chips.

* Do bears appreciate 
beauty like us humans? 
Some wildlife experts think 
so, as there have been 
many sightings of the 
animals sitting at scenic 
points and staring out at 
vistas of mountains, rivers, 
etc. They appear to have 
no other purpose there 
than enjoying the view! 

* Humans are more likely 
to die at around 11 a.m. 
than any other time of day.

* Who needs Harry 
Potter? Not the city of 
Christchurch in New 
Zealand. Until 2021, the 
city paid Ian Brackenbury 
Channell $16,000 a year to 
act as a state-appointed 
wizard. His duties? To 
perform “acts of wizardry 
and other wizard-like 
services” for two decades.

* Some DVD copies 
of “Monty Python and 
the Holy Grail” include 
a subtitle track called 
“Subtitles for People 
Who Don’t Like the Film,” 
comprised of lines from 
Shakespeare’s “Henry IV 
Part 2” that vaguely match 
what the actors are saying.
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Lakeland Liquor
Lakeland Liquor
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Summers Past Gifts

Summers Past Gifts

Lake Country Coop

AmbroseLake Country Coop

Ambrose

Gary Anderson

Community CentreGary Anderson

Community Centre

Emma LakeEmma Lake

A festive local shopping experience!
Christopher Lake | Emma Lake | Northside

21 years of local 
Lakeland tradition. Shop a 

number of unique small 
businesses and put your 

money back into our 
local communities. 

Experience

Christmas
in theCOUNTRY

SATURDAY
December 3RD
10 AM to 4 PM

SEE ADS FOR SPECIFIC 
SHOPPING/EVENT TIMES



Christmas 
Lake Country Co-op
AMBROSE

TASTINGS, PRIZES,

and more!
All day long, December 4, 20223,
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191 Ambrose Lane • Neis Beach • Emma Lake • SK
Phone: (306) 982-4998 • Fax: (306) 982-4999

ambroserx@gmail.com •     ambrosepharmacy 
Mon. to Fri. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Sat, Sun. & Stat Holidays Closed

AMBROSE PHARMACY
TRANSFERRING PRESCRIPTIONS IS EASY!
Drop in or give Kim a call!  

Pet Planet Prince albert
365 C Marquis road W | Tel: 306.764.2269

WWW.shoppeTplaneT.Ca

thank you
For your suPPort during 

our black Friday & 
anniversary event!

let it  snow! Reminder to renew your 
membership with the Lakeland Tree Dodgers 
Snowmobile Club. Memberships are $25 per family 
for the year. See ad for club contact details.

a chat with local business owners
We asked some of the local business owners, who serve the Vacationland area, 
about their inspirations, motivations and what keeps them going everyday? 
These quotes are straight from their heart and soul – may we know them, learn 
from them, support them, and encourage them!

Corinne - Pet Planet, Prince Albert 
Rob - Lakeland Real Estate, Coldwell Banker 
Carolinne - Harmonious Intellect Hypnotherapy 
Heather - Papa G’s Pizza 
Jill-Anne - Reflections Gifts and Home Decor 
Elaine - Just in Case, Final Affair Arrangements 
Leisjea - Summer’s Past Gifts and Floral Magic

1. What inspired you to start a business? Do you still feel the same way?

Corinne: I was looking for a new career, and have a passion for animals, and 
helping people.

Rob: Love the art of the deal! Yes.

Carolinne: I grew up in a self-employed household, and when I worked for 
others, I realized I liked being self employed. I could offer the service I wanted 
to offer and keep the hours manageable for our family - I still feel that way.

Heather: I was interested in the challenge and the learning experiences I would 
encounter. I had no idea how difficult it would be. I’m so grateful we are still in 
business. Thank you!

Jill-Anne: I love being able to follow my passion and saw this as an opportunity 
to do so. I wanted to return to the place I have always called home. With some 
determination and stars aligning - it fell into place.

Elaine: In my own personal life and throughout my past work experiences, I 
have discovered that there are many people who want to get their affairs in 
order or to help their parents organize their affairs, but it always got put on 
the “I’ll get to it one day” list.  Other people feel that it is too intimidating, too 
overwhelming or they have many questions, but don’t know who to turn to 
for answers. I knew that I wanted to help somehow. In 2019, I decided to take 



park update
It’s ski and snowshoe season in Great Blue Heron 
Provincial Park!
Looking for trail information and maps?
Anglin, Valley View, Spruce River Highlands 
and Murray Point trails have been groomed 
for the season.  Please note that snowmobiles 
are not permitted on any of the groomed ski or 
snowshoe trails.

• Anglin Lake is groomed for classical skiing, 
skate skiing and snowshoeing/walking. 

• Valley View is groomed for classical skiing 
and snowshoeing/walking.   

• Spruce River Highlands is packed for 
snowshoeing or backcountry skiing. 

• Murray Point trail is groomed for classical 
skiing and snowshoeing/walking.

Email greatblueheron@gov.sk.ca for updated 
grooming information.  Winter trail maps are 
available at each trailhead.

A few trail reminders:
• Pets must be leashed at ALL times when 

using the trails.

• Walkers and snowshoers, please stay to 
the side of the tracked ski trail.

• Remember to pack out what you pack in.

• A vehicle entry permit is required year-
round.  Daily permits can be purchased 
online at Passes - Saskatchewan Provincial 
Parks.

World Famous Home Cooking
Licensed Dining 

“at its finest”
Open 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.
CLOSED WEDNESDAYS

Restaurant Inc.   
Open Year Round

Christopher Lake Village
Vic and Ruth Timm

(306) 982-3060

LAKE COUNTRY  
COTTAGE

www.lakecountrycottage.ca
Take Out Service - Catering

ANTIPASTO & 
XMAS COOKIES 

Now available!

310-RCMP / 
310-7267 

OR 

306-982-4466

SEE SUSPICIOUS 
PERSONS OR ACTIVITY, 

PLEASE CALL

a leap of faith and I started my own consulting business, offering education, 
assistance and guidance on final affair planning using a practical and easy to 
understand approach. Since starting the business, I also wrote Just in Case: 
Final Affair Arrangements, an expansion of the original Just in Case Binder, that 
I sell as a resource workbook and guide to assist those starting their plans. The 
book covers over ten final affair categories; all areas that must be addressed by 
someone, at some point, in an emergency, incapacity or after a death. Both the 
book and the consulting services assist individuals with gathering necessary 
information and documentation to help their families, their loved ones, and 
their Executor and Power of Attorney. 

Leisjea: My inspiration in some way was my big yard. I wanted to plant 
lots of vegetables and flowers and more trees and shrubs. I mentioned it at 
curling one night and someone said why don’t you sell plants? My response 
was - I can do that! Then it all started. If I was younger I would do it all again, 
especially if I had all the knowledge I have now.

2. Was there a time you wanted to quit? And how did you deal with that situation or 
overcome it?

Corinne: Never.

Rob: More like take a breather. I never gave up, just regrouped.

Carolinne: In business, there are always ups and downs. There were times I 
wanted to quit, however, I learned that patience and perseverance is key in any 
business. If you’re running a business you love, quitting is rarely the option.

Heather: I wanted to quit many times, but I didn’t because I believed in 
entrepreneurship and it was important to me to be responsible to the 
companies who helped me. 

Jill-Anne: It’s hard not to feel deflated running a business in a seasonal 
community, but building relationships has helped immensely. For the dedicated 
supporters, I thank you - you are the only reason it is worthwhile staying open.

Elaine: Covid was hard. I had just begun my business when it hit. There were 
many days when I questioned if it was worth going on, but I found that every 
time I did question, I would get a phone call from either a repeat customer or 
someone who found me through word of mouth. The support I am receiving 
through those recommendations makes me certain I am headed in the right 
direction. So, I continued, wrote the book, presented seminars via zoom, and 
now, I am expanding the seminar and consulting side of my business.

Leisjea: No, I didn’t want to quit, I wanted a bigger greenhouse and a gas 
furnace. I wanted to quit when I retired after 25 years. Lots of physical work and 
my body was telling me it was time. I was 44 when I started and two months 
shy of 70 when I retired. It was time

3. What advice would you give someone looking to start their own business?

Corinne: Just Do It. Is it hard at times? Absolutely. Is it fulfilling? 1000%.

Rob: Follow what your instincts tell you. If you think its possible - it is.

Carolinne: Start a business you’re passionate about. If you believe in your 
business, you will most likely be successful. Get advice from trusted business 
owners who will be honest with you. A good book-keeper and accountant is 
highly recommended.

Heather: Be prepared for success and be patient. Never give up, just change 
your game plan. 

Jill-Anne: Just do it. There is nothing more fulfilling or gratifying than waking up 
everyday doing what you love. Don’t do it for money, do it for love of what you 
have to offer.

Continued on next page...



E brendon0785@hotmail.com  Blackpine Services

306.960.8764
SERVING LAKELAND & SURROUNDING AREAS

• Excavating
• Site Preparation 
• Land Clearing
• Demolition
• Septic Installation
• Property Maintenance

• Landscaping
• Drainage
• Hauling 
• Sand, Gravel, Rock 
• Snow Removal
• Shoreline Alterations

Licensed and Insured

Just in Case Binder - Plan your Final Affairs

Order Today!

Phone: (306) 280-4559
Email: elaine@justincasebinder.ca

www.justincasebinder.ca

Informational binder with worksheets designed 
to help you get your affairs in order.

SEE MENU ON 
C H R I S TO P H E R  L A K E
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Elaine: Do something that you love! That and don’t be afraid to ask questions 
or for help! Owning your own business can be very difficult. You must have 
passion and love for what you are doing to get you through the challenging 
times. When you are a small business owner, you are responsible for every 
aspect of the business, from sales, marketing, accounting, customer service, 
product and sales, the list goes on and on. There are always MANY questions!  
I have learned that asking questions does not mean failure but rather showing 
strength by getting the answers required for growth. You never know who 
might have a solution for you!

Leisjea: Make sure there is a market for the business you want to run and make 
sure it is viable. There was a market for a greenhouse operation like ours and 
it still took 5-6 years when I finally felt I could take a salary, lol. I kept putting 
my profit into expansion, improvements and education. The more I learned, the 
more I saw all the possibilities of making it a one stop garden centre.

4. Who inspires you (alive or not) and why?

Corinne: Our Families, they taught us to work hard and never give up. They 
have always been there to encourage us / celebrate milestones along the way. 

Rob: Seems to be people that I perceive at that time to have common sense 
and a forward-thinking mind set. As I go along and grow, my inspirations come 
from different people and eras. Currently liking thinkers like Jordan Peterson, 
Matt Walsh, Adam Taggart, Peter Schiff, to name a few.

Carolinne: The people in my life, the people I help. I’m well supported by 
my family and friends. And when my customer/clients are satisfied with my 
services, that’s the most rewarding feeling.

Elaine: My family inspires me. We are a blended family with six grown children.  
There are many personalities, dreams, ambitions, and various areas of interest 
and expertise and so many different ways of doing things. They have shown 
me that there is always more than one way to approach something and even 
through hard times, to never give up because hard times don’t last.

Leisjea: A lot of people, my parents taught me a good work ethic. You have to 
be self motivated and holidays will happen at some point. When we opened 
Floral Magic at the lake on the same site as Summer’s Past a whole new 
horizon opened for us. I was so excited by all the possibilities of combining 
everything gardening both in the yard and garden as well as the house plant 
and fresh floral combos! It kept me excited about growing items for both and 
bringing in beautiful gift ware and other outdoor unique gift ware!! A lot of the 
ladies that first came inspired me with their excitement and questions. They 
loved planting classes and learning something new every time.

5. How do you personally define business success? (money, freedom, influence, 
creative expression and innovation, something else?)

Corinne: Growth, If you are growing, you are successful. Money and 
freedom are direct correlation to growth.

Rob: Accumulating and banking of valuable experience and knowledge. 
It provides confidence and peace of mind to both myself and customers. 
Everything else falls into place as a result of having earned it.

Carolinne: Well money is one reason we all go into business. I love the freedom 
creativity, expression, innovation, etc. But what I really love is the people I help 
with what I do.

Heather: It’s a celebration of independence and perseverance. 

Jill-Anne: I consider success as being able to be creative, acknowledged for 
following my dreams, and being able to at least be self sufficient. My biggest 
feeling of success is when I can help out, and whatever small gesture or service 
is remembered from one season to the next, even be it a year later.

Continued from previous page



behind the lens
Dave Howard, professional photographer from the 
Lakeland area, has photographed models for all 
three Naked Calendars. Here is what he could tell us 
about shooting all of those months of nakedness!
1) Can you tell us the most memorable photo shoot 
of the past three calendars? 
I didn’t really have one particular photo 
shoot that was the most memorable as I 
tried to establish themes around the hobbies 
or interests of the models - and that made 
them all fun. What makes the photo shoots 
memorable is when the models participated in 
the ideas and themes of each photo shoot. All 
it took was for me to explain that I wanted the 
images to be humorous and done tastefully, 
and then the ideas flowed.

2) You have had both summer and winter photo 
shoots, are the winter ones the most challenging?
Let’s just put it this way - I didn’t have to move 
so fast in the summer in doing the photo shoot, 
as I wasn’t as concerned about the well being 
of the model. Those that had the winter themes 
were pretty brave to endure the cold weather. 
Couldn’t really tell them to wear layers to stay 
warm, could I? LOL.

3) Any other highlights of your Naked Calendar 
photographer career?
The biggest highlight of my Naked Calendar 
photography career was the community 
supporting this fund raising effort. From the 
models participating, the business donating, 
the businesses/individuals that allowed me 
to use their property for the photo shoots, 
and most of all the people that bought the 
calendars. That’s the highlight.

Be sure to buy a Cash Raffle ticket ($25) to support 
the Lakeland Curling Club, and get the 2023 Naked 
Calendar for free!

for sale
Notecards, 3” x 5”, with envelope, of new work by 
local artist, Leslie Blacklock. $6 each or set of 6 for 
$30. Available at Northside Antiques in Northside, 
On the Avenue Artisan’s Gallery in Prince Albert 
or from Leslie, call 
306-961-7578. 
Also available at 
the One of a Kind 
Art Show and Sale, 
Gary Anderson 
Community Centre 
on Dec. 3rd for 
Christmas in the 
Country.

Elaine: I consider my business successful if I am helping people and financially 
supporting my family, while maintaining a healthy balance. I am happy that 
I am allowed to set my own hours and use my creative and organizational 
strengths along with my knowledge to help families.

Leisjea: I define business success by customer service, I had great repeat 
customers and they always brought new people. I was fortunate to do a lot of 
creative expression through mixed plantings in pots. Loved it - that was for me 
a huge success!

6. What book should every business owner read?

Corinne: That’s a tough one, but I really enjoyed Jon Taffer’s books, ‘Don’t 
Bullshit Yourself’ and ‘Raise the Bar’ - they are both practical ideas that can be 
applied to any business, as well as entertaining.

Rob: ‘The Secret’

Carolinne: ‘Think and Grow Rich’

Elaine: A book on succession planning.  Every small business should have a 
plan in place in case something happens to key people within the organization.  
Most business owners put it on the “I’ll get to it one day” shelf, but situations 
can happen suddenly. It is best to be prepared so that the business can 
continue to support both its employees and its customers.

Leisjea: The books that are most relative to their business and money 
management books. I did ok with that part. Basically money in, money out, 
money left. Always pay bills first, I say!

7. What does it mean to you and your family when the community supports small 
business?

Corinne: It means that not only do we get to do what we love everyday and 
make a living doing it, but we get to in turn support our community by giving 
back.

Rob: It means survival of the community and ensures roots are being planted 
for long-term growth.

Carolinne: Success… If we, as a community, work together to support each 
other, it makes for a much happier community. A place we are all excited and 
proud to live in. We build in friendships, we become stronger as a community.

Heather: It shows that we are a welcomed business and people appreciate our 
hard work.

Jill-Anne: It means the WORLD to have support from the community. It’s 
actually kind of rare here and hard to achieve, which is hard to admit. I find 
the support comes from seasonal customers or new residence to the area . It’s 
harder to catch the loyalty of people around here all year round. I fully try and 
promote my fellow businesses and feel its hugely important. Just wish that was 
a shared sentiment.

Elaine: When communities support small business, they are also supporting 
individuals and families within that business. That support empowers its people 
and in turn, the community. It brings more work into the community; it builds 
unity, trust, and respect for those within the community. It is such a full circle 
effect.

Leisjea: It was truly an honour to me personally and to my family to receive the 
support that came from this community! In return, both Grant and I gave back 
to the community and are to this day that we moved here. There are always 
ups and downs, but I learned to keep improving my business and teaching new 
things to people! We are happy we made this move.

*See ads in this issue for services offered by these local small business owners.
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Here is a link to our advertising 
and services guide

Your next adventure awaits at

Great Blue Heron
Provincial Park
306-982-6250 | greatblueheron@gov.sk.ca
www.saskparks.com
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For your convenience invoice payments can be made at 
Tempo CL Gas in Christopher Lake

Like us and book orders @osseptic

CALL OR 
TEXT

Did you know? About 9%, or 891 163 square kilometers, of Canada’s total area is 
covered by freshwater. When freshwater trapped in glaciers, underground, or in 
lakes is included, our nation has 20% of the world’s freshwater supply.
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